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Why is Transboundary Water Law
Important?
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Other important transboundary water
laws

¥ Ramsar Convention

Pl Mission is “the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local
and national actions and international cooperation, a contribution to
wards achieving sustainable development throughout the world”

Pl Wetlands include all lakes, rivers, underground aquifers, swamps and
marshes, wet grasslands mangroves etc.

Bl Three Pillars:
1. Work towards the wise use of all wetlands

2.! Designate suitable wetlands for Ramsar List and ensure proper
management

3. Cooperate internationally on transboundary wetlands, shared
wetlands systems and shared species

¥ Other conventions (CBD eg, now looked at as part of family of
transboundary water law)
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¥ Elaborate restrictions on water use on
Western Rivers

¥ Fear that Pakistan is trying to nullify the
permissible uses clause of the IWT.

¥ India will not cut off its economic nose to
spite Pakistan (“Many pondages do not make
a storage”)

¥ Poor water usage and water infrastructure in

Pakistan (low cost recovery, “BNR”)

¥ Restriction on run-of-river dams impact
energy development in Kashmir and
elsewhere
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