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Abstract Wetlandsccupys¥ ofthe Z R Ulan@sfifaceandareoneofthemostproductivecosystemsuitable
for humarutilizationY etourunderstandiraf thisvitalecosystens poorandinsufficienndis oftendrivenby
negativeathethanpositivehoughtsWetlandareabundanproducersffoodandnurturéiodiversityheytreat
pollutiorsuchas by wastewatetreatmentiheyregulateloods stabilizeclimateand are a steadyprovideiof
livelihoad

Wetlandsre foundall overthe worldbutwesterrtivilizationsspeciallget the trendin drainingand converting
wetlandstthe ideawasto controhature In Asiancivilizationthe practicavasto workwithnatureratherthan
againsit, thoughtherewasa strongelemenbf managinghe wetlandsSadly,controllingiaturehas become
dominantbdayandindevelopingpountriesyetland@onversioprojectareeverbeingcarriedutwithforeigraid
Inthepresendiscussiowewilltakea lookatwetlandsotonlyin Indiabutalsoin PakistartheRamsa€onvention
on Wetlandgoneof the earliestnternation&nvironmentagreemerin the postWorldwartimes)andwillalso
subsequentlgcusontheEastKolkataVetlandsNVeshalunderstanandexploreheuniquenessfthesenetlands
andspealalittleaboutheworkhespeakedoeshrougliheinstitutionsheis connectedith

SpeakeBiography DhrubaDas Guptacomesfroman educationddackgroundf
ruraldevelopmeifindiraGandhNationaDpenUniversityzommunitgnanagement
(Jadavpudniversitypubliccommunicati@ndis currentlygengageds a research
fellowat the Departmertf CivilEngineering the Indianinstituteof Engineering,
Scienceand Technology$hibpuyr districtHowrahnear the city of Kolkata Her
researclocuse®nrevisitingheefficiencgfthewastestabilizatigomondsystenasa
lowcost wastewatetreatmenbptionand its role in improvinghe lives of the
communityphrubas alsoa wetlanadnanageandcommunitgndlivelihoodexpert
She carriesout communityvelfarework throughan institutiorcalled Societyfor
CreativeOpportunitiesind ParticipatorfecosystemgSCOPE) She has been
associatediththeEastolkat&Vetlandormorehantwodecades
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and the LUMS Facebook padatps://web.facebook.com/lahoreuniversityofmanagementsciencesas well.
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