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Wetlands: Understanding the wealth of humankind

Abstract: Wetlandsoccupy6%of the�Z�R�U�O�G�¶�Vlandsurfaceandareoneof themostproductiveecosystemssuitable
forhumanutilization. Yetourunderstandingof thisvitalecosystemis poorandinsufficient,andis oftendrivenby
negativeratherthanpositivethoughts. Wetlandsareabundantproducersof foodandnurturebiodiversity,theytreat
pollutionsuchas by wastewatertreatment,theyregulatefloods,stabilizeclimateandare a steadyproviderof
livelihood.
Wetlandsarefoundall overtheworldbutwesterncivilizationsespeciallyset thetrendin drainingandconverting
wetlands�±the ideawasto controlnature. In Asiancivilizationsthepracticewasto workwithnatureratherthan
againstit, thoughtherewasa strongelementof managingthe wetlands. Sadly,controllingnaturehasbecome
dominanttodayandindevelopingcountries,wetlandconversionprojectsareevenbeingcarriedoutwithforeignaid.
Inthepresentdiscussionwewilltakea lookatwetlandsnotonlyinIndiabutalsoinPakistan,theRamsarConvention
onWetlands(oneof theearliestinternationalenvironmentalagreementin thepostWorldWartimes)andwillalso
subsequentlyfocusontheEastKolkataWetlands. Weshallunderstandandexploretheuniquenessofthesewetlands
andspeaka littleabouttheworkthespeakerdoesthroughtheinstitutionssheisconnectedwith.
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SpeakerBiography: DhrubaDasGuptacomesfroman educationalbackgroundof
ruraldevelopment(IndiraGandhiNationalOpenUniversity),communitymanagement
(JadavpurUniversity),publiccommunicationandis currentlyengagedas a research
fellowat the Departmentof CivilEngineeringin the IndianInstituteof Engineering,
Scienceand Technology,Shibpur, districtHowrah,near the city of Kolkata. Her
researchfocusesonrevisitingtheefficiencyofthewastestabilizationpondsystemasa
low-cost wastewatertreatmentoptionand its role in improvingthe lives of the
community. Dhrubais alsoa wetlandmanagerandcommunityandlivelihoodsexpert.
She carriesout communitywelfareworkthroughan institutioncalledSocietyfor
CreativeOpportunitiesand ParticipatoryEcosystems(SCOPE). She has been
associatedwiththeEastKolkataWetlandsformorethantwodecades.
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